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“A WORD FROM CARERS”

CARER CARD PROGRAM

VIDEO TRANSCRIPT – 3 minute version
(CARER CARD LOGO)

ANNE:
A carer is someone who is, really, devoting the rest of their time, instead of a job, you’re devoting your life to another person.

MAGIC:
Well basically you need to be multitasking all the time: you need to be a nurse, you need to be a GP, you need to be a psychologist, you need to be a parent, you need to be a teacher, you need to be a cleaner, which is the worst part of it… and, you need to be crowd control.

LESLEY:
We always fit in other… there is no box that says Carer

MARTIN:
Probably in the first year, I felt sorry for myself. ‘Ah, poor me,’ you know? Which is probably normal

MAGIC:
I guess people have this assumption that we get paid to do what we do.  No… we don’t.

MARTIN:
I guess that most of society is the way I used to be: like, it’s not going to happen to me. 

MAGIC:
I’d tell a business to get on board for a couple of reasons: one is, you never know when you’re going to become a carer.  You might be a carer of someone due to an accident.. you might have a child with a disability.  But you might end up caring for a parent, they may have nowhere else to go, or you may care for a sibling.  So just to have someone understand that would really make you feel so much happier, so much better, and you’d be able to cope with what you do everyday… a lot easier.

ANNE:
I think it would give carers a real boost to know that the public wants to help them.  That they’re saying, “Yes we’d love to be on board, we think that carers are important.

MARTIN:
Oh for sure: anything that the companies could give, is of benefit to us… because at the moment, I just live day-to-day…

MAGIC:
I guess an across the board discount on petrol, tyres and service would be good…

MARTIN:
I think travel, holidays, I can’t see why they couldn’t do a buy-one, get-one-free 

LESLEY:
If carers do get to go away, it would be amazing to have a discount for that sort of travel.

MAGIC:
Garden maintenance and lawns would be handy… As a carer, you just want to get out and go for a $5 or $10 pub meal… just to save your sanity. We don’t get that. 

LESLEY:
Household maintenance, goods and services are really what’s invaluable…

MAGIC:
I guess that just a bit more help with the day to day costs and a bit more help with just relaxation would be terrific…

ANNE:
There are two main things that I always say to everybody that pulls you through, and that is Love and Duty.  

MARTIN:
When we got married, it was for better or worse.

MAGIC:
They’re not the community’s problem, but by the same token, they’re not their own problem.. they didn’t ask to be the way they are.  So if I can care til my last breath, then that’s what I’ll do. 
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