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23 June 2010

CALL FOR VICTORIAN BUSINESSES TO SUPPORT NEW

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT CARER CARD PROGRAM

Victoria’s business community is being urged to get onboard the Victorian Government’s new Carer Card initiative, a collaboration of Government, business and community to provide recognition, understanding and support for Victoria’s 140,000+ unpaid and largely unrecognised carers.

To date over 700 businesses have signed up to the Victorian Government Carer Card program.  Businesses already supporting the program range from Australia Post, GIO Insurance, Harvey Norman and Intrepid Travel to small and medium sized businesses throughout the state.

Eva Hamp, owner of Healthy Life Mildura, said that as a business it is fantastic to be part of something that gives back to a group of people who do so much for other people.  Eva is both a business supporter of the Carer Card program and carer to her 13-year-old son with a mental disability.

“It is important that as many businesses as possible take part in the Carer Card program as we are all part of the same community.  By taking part in the program we are acknowledging carers, increasing awareness of the important role that carers play in our community, and providing them with help where they most need it.  As a carer I know that every little bit helps these days.  Anything that the business community can do will make life that little bit easier for carers.”

Alison Mead, Corporate Partnership Manager at Intrepid Travel, said that Intrepid has, since its beginnings in 1989, been aware of the needs and assisted within the communities that it touched, whether at home or abroad.

“As an Australian owned and Melbourne based company, the Victorian Carer Card sits wonderfully within our home base and we are proud to be able to offer support to the work of such valuable people on our local community.

“Feedback from the Intrepid team has been amazing to this initiative, with a number of staff advising that they have been touched by the need for a carer in either immediate family or for close friends.  Carer feedback to the program has shown that as well as help with essential day-to-day items, assistance with relaxation and wellbeing activities is very important.  We will be offering Carer Card holders a 10% discount on a range small group touring trips, city tours and short break adventure holidays.”

During a consultation process into the new Victorian Government Carer Card program, carers highlighted particular areas where they would like to see businesses supporting them with discounts and benefits as being home maintenance, automotive, retail, travel, leisure, education, health and wellness.

In addition to businesses, zoos, museums, galleries, sporting venues, art centres and a range of events and festivals are also supporting the Carer Card program.
Businesses wishing to register for the Victorian Carer Card Program can obtain a Business Registration form at www.carercard.vic.gov.au or call the Carer Card information line on 1800 901 958.
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